
perspective of these groups and their relationships 
with others.
 Similar to the changes that would be 
necessary for a better understanding of Black 
history, Indigenous representation in classrooms 
across the country would bene!t from having 
more of their stories shared from their own 
perspectives, both in the past and at present. 
"is could include intentionally focusing on the 
Iindigenous groups present in the region where 
the classroom is and acknowledging the land 
on which the school sits. Inclusive and accurate 
language is also essential. Naming groups as 
speci!cally as possible is better than lumping all 
Indigenous people into one category, as each tribe 
is complex and di#erent. Finally, there are many 
books and artists that center Indigenous voices 
both in the past and at present. Utilizing these 
resources to amplify native voices is essential 
to sharing more accurate accounts of history in 
regard to these groups
 Centering Black and Indigenous voices in 
the classroom is necessary to creating a more just 
and equal society. However, these perspectives 
are not the only ones that need to be shared. 
To have a more accurate understanding of all 
of the history of the United States, any and all 
marginalized voices must be shared. Too long has 
the state of our history been that of the white man. 
Asian American and Paci!c Islanders, Latinxs, 
LGBTQ+ and other groups must be included in 
order to form the most well-rounded, inclusive 
and accurate account of the past. Without sharing 
the past in an honest way, we lose the invaluable 
lives, stories and lessons of those who lived before 
us. It is not fair for their legacies for them to be 
forgotten or conformed to the white model.
 "ough implementing these changes in 
every classroom seems like a daunting task, there 
are steps that every person can take in order 
to begin challenging our current timeline. To 

begin, it is important to view the classroom in 
the abstract. Any place where learning is done, 
or where learning could be done, should be 
considered a worthwhile place to start to change 
the narrative. Monuments, street art, work spaces 
and more should be having these discussions 
about the past as well.
 Conversations about shi$ing away from 
the white timeline can look many di#erent ways. 
Perhaps it is reading books about the past by 
authors with non-white identities. Maybe it is 
researching who is on the statue that you pass by 
on your daily commute and re%ecting on why they 
are being honored in this way at this location. It 
could even look like challenging college professors 
who are only teaching from the victor’s perspective 
to share accounts of the marginalized. Regardless 
of how these actions may look, the most important 
thing is to be open to new ways of thinking and 
willing to be wrong. Of the many things that 
I learned in Dr. Marshall’s class, the idea that 
relearning takes time and patience is one that 
has still stuck with me today. Just because it may 
be a long and hard process does not make it any 
less valuable— in fact, it may be one of the most 
important things to do to build a better future.
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 My perspective on the way that history 
is taught changed when I entered Dr. Anthony 
Marshall’s Advanced Placement U.S. History class. 
A tall, thin Black man with a rich and booming 
voice, Dr. Marshall was uno&cially the voice of 
my public high school. He had a reputation for 
teaching classes that were meant to challenge 
students, especially white ones in our historically 
Black high school. His courses were centered 
around the Black experience. He spoke of the past 
like it was sacred, making every class seem like a 
sermon and our classroom holy ground.
 Although I felt like I knew a good amount 
about American history before the class, I did 
not realize that this knowledge was centered in 
whiteness. I do not fault any of my teachers or 
institutions before high school for this missing 
piece. Rather, our education system as a whole 
generally fails to teach history from a non-victor’s 
perspective. "e winners, the colonizers and the 
white man wrote the narratives that were passed 
down to today’s students and tomorrow’s leaders. 
"is perspective is problematic because it erases 
and willingly silences stories and people who 
do not !t into the colonial narrative. To create 
a more inclusive understanding of the past, we 
must change the traditional timelines from which 
we normally study history to include Black and 
Indigenous voices.
 Centering Black voices is an essential step 
in shi$ing away from the victor’s history. Typically, 
when Black history is touched upon in the U.S. 

history classroom, the main focal points are the 
institution of slavery, the Civil War and the Civil 
Rights movement. Perhaps a unit on the Harlem 
Renaissance is included, as well. While there is 
nothing inherently wrong about focusing on these 
topics in the classroom, only looking at these 
narratives fails to teach students a complete and 
accurate history. It does not show the richness and 
complexity of Black culture in the United States.
 "ere are many steps that can be taken 
to change the timeline that U.S. history classes 
typically use in regards to Black history. 
Depictions and stories of success and excellence 
within this community should be shared more, 
and the histories that are currently shared should 
be shi$ed to allow for more honesty and agency in 
regard to Black people. A few places to start would 
be by integrating literature and lessons that change 
the typical narrative and give these communities 
more agency. For example, Black success could be 
shared through the story of Madame C.J. Walker 
or of Tulsa’s Black Wall Street. Reading books by 
Black authors and studying art by Black artists can 
also be e#ective tools for promoting changes in 
classrooms of all ages. Additionally, re-telling the 
stories typically taught in history classrooms but 
from a Black perspective can allow for an accurate 
retelling centered in agency to occur.
 "is same idea can apply when looking at 
Indigenous history in the United States. Typically, 
the stories that relate to these groups are focused 
on their work for white colonists or their existence 
solely as a far-distant past. "e !rst "anksgiving 
and the lack of present-day Indigenous movements 
in classrooms work to push these narratives. In 
this way, the histories that we tend to share about 
native people in the U.S. severely lack a realistic 
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