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online were mocking the deaths and hardships of their
fellow Americans.

This kind of discourse fails to consider voting
rights issues, such as gerrymandering and suppression,
that disenfranchise liberal voters of color to make
predominantly conservative, white states, according to
Texas Monthly. Ignoring Texans’ cries for help ignores
disenfranchised people, but also the 46% of Texans that did
in fact vote Democrat in the 2020 election. Withholding
your progressive politics from these voters—poor, working
class and people of color— makes it seem as if they only
matter if they live in certain states.

Sticking to your guns can be challenging. Candance
Owens is a well-known conservative commentator
who often talks about why she, as a Black woman, is a
conservative. She trends every so often because of her often
controversial statements, and the responses can often go a
bit far. There are always a slew of people who say racist and
sexist things to her when they disagree with something she
says. In the comments section of her Twitter, this ranges
from racial slurs to telling her to “go back to the kitchen.” To
protest Owens’s own internalized racism, commenters use
racism: a confusing cycle.

It is easy to care about social issues such as racism
and sexism online, but you cannot let all of it go out the
window when someone does not agree with you politically.
This kind of attitude toward activism is unsustainable and
is conditional on politics, not policy. It implies that only
certain people are allowed to qualify for basic human rights.

Loretta Lynn’s poetic lyrics are a powerful example
that not all “country” people, singers or voters think and
act the same way. Take a listen to the plurality of voices
and opinions in the genre—you might learn a thing or two
about politics, policy and how to be a sustainable protestor.
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